




















 
 
 
 

Ard Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste 

Comptroller and Auditor General 

 

Report for presentation to the Houses of the Oireachtas  

Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board 

Opinion on the financial statements 

I have audited the financial statements of Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training 

Board for the year ended 31 December 2024 as required under the provisions of the 

Education and Training Boards Act 2013.  The financial statements comprise  

 the operating statement 

 the statement of current assets and current liabilities, and 

 the related notes, including a summary of significant accounting policies.  

In my opinion,  

 the financial statements properly present the income and expenditure of the Board 

for 2024 and the state of affairs of the Board at 31 December 2024, and 

 the financial statements are in accordance with the accounting policies laid down 

by the Minister for Education and Youth. 

Basis of opinion 

I conducted my audit of the financial statements in accordance with the International 

Standards on Auditing (ISAs) as promulgated by the International Organisation of 

Supreme Audit Institutions.  My responsibilities under those standards are described in 

the appendix to this report. I am independent of Kildare and Wicklow Education and 

Training Board and have fulfilled my other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the 

standards.    

I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 

basis for my opinion. 

Report on information other than the financial statements, and on 

other matters  

The Board has presented certain other information together with the financial statements. 

This comprises the statement of Board responsibilities and the statement on the system 

of internal control.  My responsibilities to report in relation to such information, and on 

certain other matters upon which I report by exception, are described in the appendix to 

this report. 

I have nothing to report in that regard. 

 

 

 

Andrew Harkness 

             For and on behalf of the 

Comptroller and Auditor General 

11 December 2025 

 



Appendix to the report 

 

Responsibilities of Board Members  

As detailed in the statement of Board responsibilities, the Board 
members are responsible for  

 the preparation of the financial statements in the form 

prescribed under section 51 of the Education and Training 

Boards Act 2013 

 ensuring the regularity of transactions 

 implementing such internal control as they determine is 

necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements 

that are free from material misstatement, whether due to 

fraud or error. 

Responsibilities of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General 

I am required under the Education and Training Boards Act 2013 
to audit the financial statements of Kildare and Wicklow 
Education and Training Board and to report thereon to the 
Houses of the Oireachtas. 

My objective in carrying out the audit is to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from material misstatement due to fraud or error. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a 
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the ISAs 
will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered 
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably 
be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken 
on the basis of these financial statements. 

As part of an audit in accordance with the ISAs, I exercise 
professional judgment and maintain professional scepticism 
throughout the audit. In doing so, 

 I identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of 

the financial statements whether due to fraud or error; 

design and perform audit procedures responsive to those 

risks; and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and 

appropriate to provide a basis for my opinion. The risk of 

not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud 

is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may 

involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 

misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

 I obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the 

audit in order to design audit procedures that are 

appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose 

of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 

internal controls. 

 I evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used 

and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and 

related disclosures. 

I communicate with those charged with governance regarding, 
among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit 
and significant audit findings, including any significant 
deficiencies in internal control that I identify during my audit. 

I report by exception if, in my opinion, 

 I have not received all the information and explanations I 

required for my audit, or 

 the accounting records were not sufficient to permit the 

financial statements to be readily and properly audited, or 

 the financial statements are not in agreement with the 

accounting records. 

Information other than the financial statements  

My opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other 
information presented with those statements, and I do not 
express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.  

In connection with my audit of the financial statements, I am 
required under the ISAs to read the other information presented 
and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is 
materially inconsistent with the financial statements or with 
knowledge obtained during the audit, or if it otherwise appears to 
be materially misstated. If, based on the work I have performed, 
I conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other 
information, I am required to report that fact.  

Reporting on other matters 

My audit is conducted by reference to the special considerations 
which attach to State bodies in relation to their management and 
operation. I report if I identify material matters relating to the 
manner in which public business has been conducted. 

I seek to obtain evidence about the regularity of financial 
transactions in the course of audit. I report if I identify any 
material instance where public money has not been applied for 
the purposes intended or where transactions did not conform to 
the authorities governing them. 

 



Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board 

Operating Statement For The Year Ended 31 December 2024 

RECEIPTS 

Post Primary Schools & Head Office Grants 

Primary School Grants 

Further Education and Training Grants 

Youth Services Grants 

Agencies & Self-Financing Projects 

Capital 

PAYMENTS 

Post Primary Schools & Head Office 

Primary School 

Further Education and Training 

Youth Services 

Agencies & Self-Financing Projects 

Capital 

Cash Surplus/(Deficit) for Year 

Movement in Other Net Current Assets 

Accrual Revenue Surplus/ (Deficit) for Year 

Revenue (Deficit)/ Surplus at 1 January 

Revenue (Deficit)/ Surplus at 31 December 

Signed: 

Date: 

Cllr. Paul O'Brien 

Chairperson 
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Note 
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13 

14 

25 

16 

Date: 

Year ended 

31/12/2024 

€'000 

121,787 

429 

38,928 

3,265 

11,253 

10,103 

185,765 

118,390 

488 

38,611 

3,209 

10,938 

14,012 

185,648 

117 

875 

992 

5,581 

6,573 

Dr. Deirdre Keyes 

Chief Executive 

The notes on pages 15 to 34 form part of these Financial Statements 

Pagc13 

Year ended 

31/12/2023 

€'000 

104,242 

401 

36,819 

2,991 

10,574 

11,021 

166,048 

106,874 

491 

38,975 

2,977 

9,413 

7,081 

165,811 

237 

233 

470 

5,111 

5,581 

















13 Agencies and Self Financing Project Payments

Agencies
Sponsoring Department/ Funder Year ended 

31/12/2023

Pay Non Pay Total Total

€'000 €'000 €'000 €'000

School Completion Programme Tusla 870                     343                    1,213                    1,055                   

Music Generation Music Generation 880                    249                    1,129                    844                      

School Meals Department of Social Protection -                     1,330                 1,330                   868                      

Erasmus Leargas 23                       581                     604                      521                       

Examination Supervision State Examinations Commission 470                     0                        470                      423                      

Further Education Support Services CDETB 142                     51                       193                      198                      

Seconded Pay & other recoupments Various 223                     -                    223                      151                       

Other agency - 11 in number Various 59                       49                      108                      70                        

2,667               2,603              5,270                4,130                

Self-Financing Projects

School Based Activities Parents/Students 2                         954                    956                      875                      

Transition Year Parents/ Students 42                       808                    850                      758                      

Student Levies & Deposits Parents/ Students 1                          710                     711                       625                      

Student Services Parents/ Students -                     503                    503                      594                      

Books & Equipment Parents/ Students -                     325                    325                      658                      

PLC Fees Parents/ Students 23                       647                    670                      389                      

Outdoor Education Centre Various Groups/DE 257                     63                      320                      259                      

School tours & trips Parents/ Students -                     205                    205                      214                      

Rent/Use School Facilities Various 49                       184                    233                      150                      

Supervised Study Parents/ Students 189                     22                      211                       185                      

Canteen Schools Parents/Students 73                       86                      159                      147                       

School Bank Accounts Parents/Students -                     205                    205                      150                      

School Completion Administration Fee Various -                     105                     105                      92                        

Sports Various -                     81                       81                         41                         

Further Education Various 48                       27                       75                        67                        

Other self-financing - 6 in total Various -                     59                      59                        79                        

684                   4,984              5,668                5,283                

Overall 3,351                7,587               10,938              9,413                 

14 Capital Payments

Year Ended 
31/12/2024

Year Ended 
31/12/2023

Facility Expenditure Type Total Total

€'000 €'000
Blessington Community College Modular Units 2,950                     -                         

St. Farnans Community College Modular accommodation 1,830                      14                            

Craddockstown Special School New Special School incl. Fitout 1,763                      -                         

Gael Cholaiste Mhaigh Nuad Refurbishment 757                         -                         

Athy College Modular Accommodation 593                         -                         

Colaiste Lorcain ASD Unit Furniture and Equipment 522                         74                           

All FET Centres SOLAS Capital 507                         533                         

Pipers Hill College Specialist Room Equipment Upgrade 348                         -                         

St. Farnans Community College Emergency Works for Roof Leaks 312                         -                         

KWETB Project Management Services 301                         362                         

Naas Community College Naas Community College - New School 239                         -                         

Colaiste Bhride Carnew Emergency Works to Fire Alarm 232                         -                         

All schools Covid Minor Works 222                         126                         

Colaiste Chraobh Abhann Emergency Works to Fire Alarm 216                         -                         

Kilbride Campus Gaelcholáiste na Mara & Gaelscoil an Inbhir Mhoir perm school building 173                          12                            

Blessington Community College Modular Building Fitout 140                         215                         

Ardscoil Rathangan Temporary Accomodation Fitout 137                          157                          

Avondale Community College Equipment upgrade 117                          14                            

St. Kevins Community College Temporary Accomodation Fitout 112                          189                         

BIFE Roof Upgrade 112                          -                         

Confey College SEN ASD Unit Temporary Accommodation 90                           121                          

Scoil Chonglais Temporary Accommodation 83                           205                         

Confey College Equipment Upgrade 56                           249                         

Greystones Community College Furniture and Equipment 56                           108                         

Athy FET Roof Works 21                            380                        

Avondale Community College Temporary Accommodation 13                            255                         

Blessington Community College Modular Building 12                            92                           

Blessington Community College SEN Modular SEN/ASD provision Blessington CC 12                            71                            

Colaiste Chraobh Abhann Temporary Accommodation  incl F&E and ICT -                         520                         

Scoil Chonglais Roof Works -                         107                         

KWETB Various EW/SW/F&E projects 68 projects <€100k in 2024 1,152                       1,536                      

During the year KWETB acted as a project manager for 

the following devolved projects :

St. Farnans Community College New Build 230                         574                         

Naas Community College Loose Furniture & Equipment 108                         272                         

Maynooth Education Campus New Build 54                           184                         

Blessington Community College Extension 6                             262                         

KWETB Various Devolved Projects  Devolved Major Projects <€100k in 2024 536                         452                         

14,012                    7,081                      

Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board

Notes to The Financial Statements  - Year Ended 31 December 2024

Year Ended 31/12/2024
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31 Capital Commitments

At 31 December 2024 KWETB had capital commitments of €20,899,013 (2023 €18,171,278).

All of the above capital expenditure will be Exchequer funded.

32 Lease and Other Finance Commitments 

At 31 December 2024, KWETB had payment liabilities under non- cancellable agreements as follows:
31/12/2024 31/12/2023

€ €

Payments due:

Within one year 3,270              3,156                  

Between two and five years 7,626              7,827                  

After 5 years 7,891               10,219                
18,787             21,202               

33 Contingencies

As at 31st December 2024 the following contingencies are noted:

34 Additional Superannuation Contribution

2013 all new entrants are obliged to join the Single Public Pension Scheme.

From 1 January 2019 onwards, members of public service defined benefit pension 

schemes pay an additional superannuation contribution (ASC) arising from the Public Service 

Stability Agreement (2018-2020) and the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017.  

ASC is a permanent contribution in respect of pensionable remuneration. 

The ETB deducted Additional Superannuation Contributions from employees 

amounting to €3,724,135 (2023 €3,298,372) which were remitted to the Department of Education.

35 Retirement Benefit obligations

During 2021 a pilot project was undertaken in three ETB's to estimate the cost of retirement benefit

obligations.  This pilot was futher extended in 2022 and two ETB's have prepared and disclosed

the cost of retirement benefit obligations in their 2023 Financial Statements.  The Department

is currently considering the outcome of this pilot with a view to rolling the project out on a
phased basis to all ETB's.

36 Write - Offs

In 2024 sanction was given by Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to the National Shared Services Office (NSSO)

 who act as payroll providers for ETB pensioner payments to write off overpayments to the value  of €250 for individual 

deceased pensioners on the Superannuation Scheme/Schemes. 

In 2024, €129.11 was written off on behalf of KWETB.

37 Annual Contribution to Education and Training Boards Ireland

KWETB contribution to ETBI in 2024 was €101,902. This included a membership contribution of €50,000.

This invoice was accrued and will be paid in early 2025. 

38 Charity Note

KWETB has charitable status under the Charities Act 2009  and is registered with the Charities

Regulator. The Charity Number is CHY 20083465

39 Connected Persons

There were no transactions with connected persons during the year.

40 Interest and Compensation

Prompt payment interest and compensation costs amounting to €64,170 were made by KWETB in 2024 under the  Prompt

Payment of Accounts Act 1997, in respect of late payments (2023: €58,805).  

Page 30

Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board

Notes to The Financial Statements  - Year Ended 31 December 2024

The ETB does not make pension contributions in respect of employees. Since 

In March-April 2022, actions against KWETB (and Department of Education as a separate respondent) by a former staff member were 

heard in the High Court, KWETB took an action against the staff member, concurrently, to the High Court too (Isaac Wunder 

application), all decisions were found in favour of KWETB and costs awarded. These decisions were appealed by the former staff 

member to the Court of Appeal (heard in July 2023). In January 2025 the Court of Appeal issued their decisions and found in favour of 

KWETB (and Department of Education) and awarded full costs.
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