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Welcome  Welcome  

I hope this message finds you in good spirits and health. Let me introduce you to
the latest issue of our division’s ezine, which focuses on the fascinating world of
Artificial Intelligence (AI), our 2022 Governance Review, and the exceptional
Strategic Performance results we achieved last year.
 
Our team’s dedication and hard work have paid off, and I am proud to share that
KWETB - FET has not only met but exceeded most of the strategic performance
goals for 2022. The outstanding results demonstrate our commitment to
excellence and continuous improvement. As we progress into 2023, these
achievements encourage us to embrace the next set of ambitious targets and
continue our upward trajectory.
 
In this issue, we will delve into the ever-evolving role of AI in education, examining
its impact on various aspects of the sector, including academic integrity, functions
and job changes, and more. We’ll discuss the potential of AI to transform the way
we teach and learn, as well as the challenges and opportunities it presents to
educators, support staff, and administrators in educational institutions. As you
read through the diverse range of articles and thought-provoking discussions, we
encourage you to consider the broader implications of AI in education and how
we, as a division, can adapt and embrace its potential to shape a more dynamic
and practical learning experience for all. As you read through the articles and
discussions in this issue, I encourage you to consider how AI can continue to
revolutionise and shape our collective future.
 
Remember, our achievements result from our collaborative efforts, and I am
confident that together, we will exceed expectations and set new standards for
excellence in 2023.
 
Thank you for your dedication and exceptional work. I hope 
you enjoy this AI-themed issue, and I look forward to FET’s
continued success.

Ken Seery 
Director of Further Education and Training 
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The Quality Council met on 18th April last.

Items discussed: 

The Quality Assurance team are supporting the roll out of the Quality
Framework. The Governance Review has been open for consultation
over the last month. Currently the feedback offered is being
reviewed. Further updates will be available shortly.

The Quality Assurance sub-groups provided an update on their work.
Full details of same will be provided in the sub-groups updates
section.

An  update was provided  on the Governance Review.

The next meeting is 29th June.

Catherine Byrne, Secretary
KWETB Quality Council 

Quality Council News   Quality Council News   
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Quality Assurance

 Governance Groups   
Quality Assurance

 Governance Groups   

Programme Governance Subgroup update

The success of the Programme Approval Hub is evident in the number of applications
for programme approval requests brought to each meeting of the Programme
Governance Subgroup. Most approval requests relate to adding modules to existing
approved awards and adding Centres to KWETB approved awards in addition to the
micro-credential awards approved over the past year. The Subgroup takes a robust
approach to examining the merits of each application before submitting comments
and recommendations to the Quality Council. 

Following the implementation of the new Quality Framework, the Subgroup looks
forward to implementing the process and procedures for new programme
development, something I know will be welcome by all FET programmes and services.
We will be looking to the wider FET team for expertise and knowledge in innovative
programme development to review, renew and revitalise our current suite of
programmes. 
New members are sought for the Programme Governance Subgroup of the Quality
Council, particularly from the ABE services. Please get in touch with me if you are
interested in being a member and contributing to the governance process in FET.

Brenda Lynch
Chair, Programme Governance Subgroup

Quality Assurance Subgroup  update

The  Quality Assurance Subgroup met twice over last 6 weeks.  Lynn Armstrong was
nominated as interim Secretary.  Work is ongoing to source a replacement Learner
Representative. Work is continuing regarding highlighting themes on RAPs. The QASG
is focusing on the Quality Assurance Framework consultation at present. The Quality
Framework Review Schedule has been reviewed & approved by the QASG. The group
will review changes, discuss and make relevant amendments to redraft.  Presentation
of redraft will be presented to the Quality Council at next meeting.

Catríona Cullen 
Chair, Quality Assurance Subgroup 
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Quality Enhancement  Quality Enhancement  

QQI launched the

Sectoral Report to

complement the

sixteen individual

ETB reports. The

report was

produced by an

independent team

to  identify

system-level

observations and

findings. 
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  Well done to all learners who achieved theirWell done to all learners who achieved their      
certification for the April certification period!certification for the April certification period!

Twelve centres submitted learners for certification.Twelve centres submitted learners for certification.  
These included Arklow ABE, Arklow VTOS/BTEI, Arklow Youthreach, AthyThese included Arklow ABE, Arklow VTOS/BTEI, Arklow Youthreach, Athy

VTOS/BTEI, Athy Youthreach, Baltinglass ALC, Blessington FETC,VTOS/BTEI, Athy Youthreach, Baltinglass ALC, Blessington FETC,
Celbridge FETC, Jigginstown, Kildare ABE, Maynooth FETC, Wicklow FETC.Celbridge FETC, Jigginstown, Kildare ABE, Maynooth FETC, Wicklow FETC.

There was a range of grades across Successful at levels 2 and 3,There was a range of grades across Successful at levels 2 and 3,
Distinctions, Merit and Pass achieved.Distinctions, Merit and Pass achieved.

We are currently working on our June certification period.We are currently working on our June certification period.
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FET Results 
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FET Results 
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425 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET – Feb 2023 certification period 
508 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET – Apr 2023 certification period

425 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET – Feb 2023 certification period 
508 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET – Apr 2023 certification period

2023 CERTIFICATION (February - April) 

 (Source QQI Infographics)

341 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET -   Feb 2022 certification period 
1210 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET- Apr 2022 certification period 
860 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET –Jun 2022 certification period 
873 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET – Aug 2022 certification period 
290 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET – Oct 2022 certification period
493 QQI awards issued to KWETB FET – Dec 2022 certification period
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Awards BreakdownAwards Breakdown
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FET Results
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FET Results

 & Approvals  

Summary of 
programs
 delivered

April 2023

Summary of 
programs
 delivered

April 2023

Summary of Apr 2023
certification numbers per

center (RAP) 
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Summary of Grades submittedSummary of Grades submitted  
for April 2023 certificationfor April 2023 certification

Breakdown of portfoliosBreakdown of portfolios  
and major awards.and major awards.
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For April 2023 certificationFor April 2023 certification
period,period,  

there was no assessmentthere was no assessment
adjustmentadjustment

  (only modes)(only modes)

External AuthenticationExternal Authentication  
April 2023April 2023

Congratulations to all our LearnersCongratulations to all our Learners
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KWETB News 
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Recently,  Learners from Leixlip Youthreach
teamed up with Fighting Words to create a

screenplay.  

Created over three weeks, Rusty's Journey
Home is a story about friends set in 1984,

Spring, Inishowen Donegal. 
Fighting Words provides free
programmes and mentoring in creative
writing and related arts. Fighting Words
offers a wide range of workshops, all of
which are designed to promote
creativity and writing as a fun and
powerful means of self-expression.

Read the full
 screenplay here

Read the full
 screenplay here

 We are immensely proud of ourselves and how
much challenging work we put into this. We are
also incredibly grateful for LauraLynn’s
wonderful work. If you would like to help
LauraLynn there are lots of fundraising tips on
their website at lauralynn.ie 

Youthreach Leixlip learners held a
fundraiser in Spring of 2023 for the
LauraLynn charity. The fundraiser was
part of our Gaisce award community
challenge. Laura Lynn is a children's
hospice in Ireland that was set up in
2011. We collected money from our
family and friends by hosting a bake.
We raised €560 through the event

LeixlipLeixlip  
YouthreachYouthreach  
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Later that afternoon, a family day, inLater that afternoon, a family day, in
conjunction with Wicklow County Councilconjunction with Wicklow County Council

library services, took place where prisonerslibrary services, took place where prisoners
were joined by their families and enjoyedwere joined by their families and enjoyed
activities which included a guided natureactivities which included a guided nature

walk around the beautiful grounds ofwalk around the beautiful grounds of
Shelton Abbey, arts and craft workshopsShelton Abbey, arts and craft workshops

and story time for the younger children, asand story time for the younger children, as
well as a light lunch and refreshments forwell as a light lunch and refreshments for

all.all.        

  

On the morning of Saturday 3rd March 2023, a charityOn the morning of Saturday 3rd March 2023, a charity
5k/10K walk & run took place around the scenic grounds5k/10K walk & run took place around the scenic grounds

of Shelton Abbey in aid of local suicide awarenessof Shelton Abbey in aid of local suicide awareness
charity, Talk to Tom. All participants were presented withcharity, Talk to Tom. All participants were presented with
certificates by the founder of the charity, Ray Cullen, whocertificates by the founder of the charity, Ray Cullen, who

kindly visited on the day.kindly visited on the day.    

Recently qualifiedRecently qualified Irish Red Cross Irish Red Cross
Volunteers Volunteers were presented with awardswere presented with awards
for completing the for completing the Community BasedCommunity Based

Health and First Aid ProgrammeHealth and First Aid Programme in the in the
presence of their families.presence of their families.  

These awards were kindly presented byThese awards were kindly presented by
Fergal Black, Director of Care andFergal Black, Director of Care and
Rehabilitation in the Irish PrisonRehabilitation in the Irish Prison

ServiceService..  

   

This family day event was organised as part of
the Irish Red Cross Mental Health Week which

ran across all prisons during the week of the
27th February 2023.  

Click to find out more about

the Community Based Health

and First Aid Programme

Click to find out more about
the Community Based Health

and First Aid Programme

News from Shelton Abbey Open PrisonNews from Shelton Abbey Open Prison



KWETB News 
& Achievements 

  

KWETB News 
& Achievements 

  



T

Spotlight on....   Spotlight on....   

CLICK ON EACH DESK ITEM TO  READ ABOUT WHAT CHATGPT HAS TO SAY

This edition's Spotlight on is focused

on Artificial Intelligence in education.  
We sat down with Chat GPT to see

what it has to say about its role in  
Further Education and Training

This edition's Spotlight on is focused
on Artificial Intelligence in education.  

We sat down with Chat GPT to see
what it has to say about its role in  

Further Education and Training
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Further Information 
and Resources  

Further Information 
and Resources  

Spotlight on....   Spotlight on....   

QQI Student Academic Integrity Campaign 

For any enquiries related to the NAIN, please contact
 the NAIN Coordinator at academicintegrity@qqi.ie.

The proposed AI Act 2023               

mailto:academicintegrity@qqi.ie
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Important Dates   Important Dates   

The second of the ETBI Academic Integrity Webinar series is
scheduled to take place on the 31st May 2023, between 12.30 and
1.30pm.The session will include learner and practitioner support

resources and presentations in collaboration with the ETBI
Digital Library team.

 Meeting invite will be emailed shortly. 
 

Watch the first

Academic

Integrity Webinar

here: 

Watch the first
Academic

Integrity Webinar
here: 
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GATHER - Discovering Assistive Technology Together 
 

AHEAD, in partnership with AONTAS, the National Adult
Learning Organisation, and the National Adult Literacy

Agency (NALA), are delighted to bring you GATHER, a free 3
day online assistive technology (AT) event.

This event is aimed at further and higher education educators
and support professionals including adult and community
education. It will be very useful if you want to learn about

technology that empowers learners who experience
difficulties linked to a disability or an unmet literacy need.

Learners are also welcome. 

Important Dates   Important Dates   
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